





Citizen’s Actions Helps LE Selve The Case!l

By Sgt. Eric F. Brown, Troop B

On August 15, 2019, Lieutenant
Steven V. Wilhoit, Q/DDCC, present-
ed an Honorary Trooper certificate
to Mr. Ryan Johnson, of Macon, MO.
The certificate was presented to Mr.
Johnson at the Chariton Valley Com-
munications Corporate Headquarters

in Macon, with his co-workers present.

The Honorary Trooper certificate is
presented to citizens who are nomi-
nated by a trooper for performing in
an exemplary manner and under
dangerous conditions to aid another
person, or when they unselfishly give
of themselves to assist troopers in the
performance of their duties.

During the early morning hours
of March 5, 2019, the Chariton Valley
Wireless retail store in Salisbury, MO,
was burglarized. Mr. Johnson, the
Chariton Valley Wireless chief operat-
ing officer, was notified
of the burglary. Shortly
thereafter, he was contact-
ed by an alarm company
and notified of an alarm
sounding at the Macon
Chariton Valley Wireless
Store. Mr. Johnson resides
near the Macon store.

He looked out the win-
dow of his residence and
observed a silver F-150
pickup turning around in
his driveway. Mr. Johnson
was aware of numerous
cellular telephone store
burglaries involving a sil-
ver Ford F-150. Mr. John-
son quickly grabbed the
keys to his vehicle and left
his residence to follow the
truck. He contacted local
law enforcement by tele-
phone and advised them
about the incident and the
location of the truck. The
occupants of the truck
were aware they were be-

ing followed and attempted to evade
Mr. Johnson. Mr. Johnson followed the
truck to the New Cambria area as local
law enforcement officers began to con-
verge there. As the law enforcement
presence was increasing, the two occu-
pants abandoned the vehicle and fled
on foot. They were not immediately
apprehended.

A search of the vehicle revealed
over 150 cellular telephones and tab-
lets stolen from the Chariton Valley
Wireless stores in Macon and Salis-
bury, MO. The phones and tablets
have a retail value of approximately
$148,000. Due to this recovery, and
the subsequent investigation, two
suspects were identified and linked
to over 50 burglaries of retail phone
stores in a six-state region. In total, the
two suspects were responsible for the
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theft of over $1 million worth of cellu-
lar phones and tablets. Both suspects
were recently arrested in Kansas City,
MO, and indicted for their crimes in
the United States District Court for the
Western District of Missouri.

Mr. Johnson’s attentiveness and
quick action on the morning of March
5, 2019, was paramount to the identi-
fication and subsequent indictment of
the two suspects. Mr. Johnson acted
selflessly and placed himself in a dif-
ficult situation. His actions quickly
placed $148,000 of merchandise back
on the shelves of his employer and
ended a crime spree. The Honorary
Trooper certificate is a way for the
Patrol to express appreciation to Mr.
Johnson for his dedication to his em-
ployer and the safety of his community.

(lto ») Lt. Nelson Elfrink, Troop B, Sgt. Evic Brown, Troop B, Lt. Steve Wilhoit, Q/DDCC, Mr.

Ryan Johnson, and Sgt. Brad Ream, Q/DDCC, snapped a photo after the Honorary Trooper
certificate presentation.
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By Sgt. Clark P. Parrott, Troop E

On August 27, 2019, Corporal
Blake D. Wunderlich was recognized
as the August DPS Sworn Employee of
the Month.

The award was the result of Cpl.
Wunderlich’s actions in October 2018.
Cpl. Wunderlich was working with the
Criminal Patrol Team, a group whose
task is to investigate and interdict vio-
lent criminals, including gang
members, who are often in-
volved in dangerous confronta-
tions with rival gang factions.
These confrontations also
endanger innocent bystanders.
Cpl. Wunderlich was selected
to be part of this team because
of his success at looking be-
yond a traffic stop to make
arrests and remove criminals
from our streets.

His attention to detail,
investigative abilities, and will-
ingness to insert himself into
dangerous situations to reduce
violent crime resulted in his
being recognized by DPS.

On Oct. 20, 2018, while
patrolling in an area of
Charleston, MO, Cpl. Wun-
derlich stopped a vehicle with
four men inside. His suspicion
of criminal activity led him to
a search of the vehicle and the discov-
ery of a stolen handgun, narcotics, and
drug paraphernalia. All four vehicle oc-
cupants are suspected gang members;
they were arrested for various offens-
es. One of them was indicted federally
for a weapons offense.

Cpl. Wunderlich worked with the
Charleston Department of Public Safe-
ty and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms Violent Offender Task
Force to further the investigation.

The investigation is ongoing, but has
already resulted in a second federal
indictment against another man in the
vehicle. Some of the individuals in the
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vehicle had been involved in a recent
homicide in East Cape Girardeau, IL,
and were likely preparing for a retalia-
tory shooting. Cpl. Wunderlich’s thor-
oughness in this case took a gun out
of the hands of a convict and made our
state a safer place.

Cpl. Wunderlich is one of many
dedicated officers and employees we

Col. Eric Olson
congratulates Cpl.
Blake Wunderlich,
Troop E, and
hands him a
challenge coin.

have in Troop E. He is the second
Troop E DPS Sworn Employee of the
Month recipient we’ve had over the
last couple of months. His award is yet
another testament to the many hard-
working, dedicated, and courageous
employees we have here in Troop E.
Great job and congratulations,
Blake, on a well-deserved award!

DPS Deputy Director
Kenny Jones presents the
August 2019 DPS Sworn
Employee of the Month
award to Cpl. Blake
Wunderlich.



Terri K. Cole

Admin. Office Kevin L. Fender M
Support Asst. Sergeant
Troop C Q/DDCC

Retired August 1, 2019.
29 years, one month
of dedicated service.

Retired August 1, 2019.
19 years, 10 months
of dedicated service.

W. Wayne Friend i Gary E. Gundy
MVI III Trooper
Troop E Troop F
Retired August 1, 2019. Retired August 1, 2019.
16 years, seven months 28 years, 11 months
of dedicated service. of dedicated service.

Linda L. Kever
CJIS Tech. III
Q/CJISD

Retired August 1, 2019.
19 years, four months
of dedicated service.

Jeff A. Meyer
CVE Insp. Sprv. I
Troop A
Retired August 1, 2019.

18 years, 11 months
of dedicated service.

Roger A. Myers Jay D. Applebury
Corporal Auto. Tech. III
Troop D Troop B
Retired August 1, 2019. Retired September 1, 2019.
27 years, seven months 24 years, six months
of dedicated service. of dedicated service.
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* *
Jeff L. Heath Bruce W. Houston s
Sergeant / Sergeant * *
‘ Retired September 1, 2019.
32 years, two months

Retired September 1, 2019.
of dedicated service.

30 years, two months
of dedicated service.

Debbie G. Morton
Telecommunicator
Troop G
Retired September 1, 2019.

22 years, nine months
of dedicated service.

Sherri D. Miller
Lab. Evid. Tech. II
Q/CLD

Retired September 1, 2019.

30 years, five months
of dedicated service.

Clerk Typist III
Troop D
Retired September 1, 2019.

15 years, seven months
of dedicated service.
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Tpr. Sam Carpenter,
Troop D, helps Otto-
The Talking Car
answer questions. This
waso Otto’s 50" year at
the fair.

Troopers keep watch over every aspect of the
state fair.

The Patrol’s exhibits are
popular at the Missouri
State Fair.

Lt. Jason Pace, @/RCOD,
talks with a youngster at
the 2019 Missouri State
Fair.

The Patrol’s various components help answer questions about
the agency during the Missouri State Fair. Pictured are (I to
7) CVO Sprv. I Rob Fichtner, Troop A, CVO II James Rector,
Troop H, and Chief CVO Vonda Smith, Troop A.

Congratulations to the 2019 Missouri State Fair detail on a job well done!
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Gary E.
Whitener

Gary Eugene Whitener, of Blue
Springs, MO, died on July 20, 2019,
at the age of 83. After high school, he
served in the United States Marine
Corps from 1954-1956. On October 19,
1957, Gary married the love of his life,
Nancy Ann Nichols.

Gary applied for and was accepted
to the Missouri State Highway Patrol
in 1960. After graduating from the
Patrol Academy in 1961, Gary started
his career at Troop D in Springfield,
MO. During his career, he served as
a sergeant in Troop D, lieutenant in
Troop E, and captain at Troop 1. Gary
retired as a major assigned to General
Headquarters in 1993, after 32 years of
dedicated service. Gary is survived by
his wife, two daughters, one son, six
grandchildren, and many other family
members. He was preceded in death
by his parents.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to: Whitener Cemetery, c/o
Susan Settle, PO. Box 238, Marquand,
MO, 63655; or The MASTERS, 5287
Hwy 67 North, Poplar Bluff, MO
63901. The Patrol family extends its
sincerest condolences to the Whitener
family. To learn more about Gary, visit
the Follis and Sons Funeral Home
website at https://www.follisandsons-
fh.com/obituary/gary-whitener.
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H way Patrol’s Troop D, from November
v' June Su"Ins 1, 1961 until she retired.

She is survived by her son, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and
numerous other relatives. June was
preceded in death by the love of her
life and husband of 70 years, Robert,
her daughter, son-in-law, a great-grand-
daughter, and daughter-in-law.

Memorials may be made to King’s
Way United Methodist Church, 2401
South Lone Pine, Springfield, MO
65804, or the Alzheimer’s Association,
3645 South Avenue, Springfield, MO
65807. The Patrol family extends its
Vida June Sullins, 89, of Spring- sincerest condolences to the Sullins

field, MO, died Wednesday, August 14 family. For more information about
2019. June graduated from high school J unel, ‘}III sit thIe GOI‘IIl;lI}-SChéLI’pf F.u-
and attended Teacher’s College, both neral Home nc}.lwe fSIte at bt.tp s/
located in Springfield. She worked as a d :gormaﬁ§ charpf.com/obituary/
clerk typist at the Missouri State High- Vidajune-sutins.

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy goes to the following personnel who have lost a member of
their family:
Ret. Chief DE Ray F. Brown - wife Sgt. Neil K. Johnson (A) - son
Ret. Special Asst. Cindy G. Evans - Cpl. Andy L. Bryan (B) - mother
husband Tpr. Marcus L. Schlief (E) - grandfa-
DE II Kelly A. Bench (A) - grandfa- ther
ther DE Sprv. Marilyn J. Thompson (E) -
Tpr. Ashley E. Klempke (F) - grand- mother-in-law
mother DE III Melba C. Warren (C) - mother-
Cpl. Mike E. Wyss (Q/GD) - step- in-law
son Tpr. Josey J. Long (D) - mother
Bldg. & Grnds. Maint. II Dan A. Comm. Oper. III Jodi E. Brandt (A) -
Jansen (F) - grandfather husband
Sgt. Kurt C. Merseal (Q/WPD) - Sgt. J. Todd Vermillion (D) - grandfa-
father ther
Bldg. & Grnds. Maint. II David M. Asst. Dir. Tim R. Schlueter
Sturtz (Q/TWD) - father (Q/CJISD) - mother
Fiscal & Budgetary Analyst III CJIS Program Mgr. Scott A. Schlueter
Carla J. Siebeneck (Q/FFD) - (Q/CJISD) - mother
mother-in-law Tpr. Jo A. Hilliard (Q/GD) - grandfa-
ther




Terry R. Kirtley

Terry Roy Kirtley, 41, of Union
Star, MO, died Monday, August 12,
2019, at his home. He was born on
May 15, 1978, in St. Joseph, MO, the
son of Samuel and Marjorie (Parsons)
Kirtley. On August 2, 2014, he married
Lisa (Grishow) in King City, MO. She
survives of the home.

Terry graduated from Union Star
High School in 1997. He went on to
work for Herzog in the railroad divi-
sion, and later in building and grounds
maintenance for the Missouri State
Highway Patrol in Troop H, St. Jo-
seph, MO. He was an avid John Deere
collector, a known handyman, and
enjoyed lending a hand to his commu-
nity. He was a member of the Green
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Valley Baptist Church in St. Joseph.

He was preceded in death by his
grandparents.

In addition to his wife, Lisa, Terry
is survived by his parents, Sam and
Marge Kirtley, Union Star, MO; four
stepchildren, whom he considered
his own, Melissa (and her husband,
Logan) Trickel, and Lane, Chad, and
Bryton Potter; siblings, Rana (and her
husband, Mark) Thygerson, Cindy
(and her husband, Dale) Beasterfeld,
Susann (and her husband, Paul) Buie,
Dennis (and his wife, Nancy) Kirtley,
and Michele (and her husband, Corey)
Pendleton; numerous nieces, nephews,
and cousins; and four great nieces/
nephews.

Terry was cremated under the
direction of Roberson Funeral Home,
King City, MO. The family held cele-
bration of life service on Saturday, Au-
gust 17, 2019, at Green Valley Baptist
Church, St. Joseph. Memorials may be
made in Terry’s memory and directed
toward his children’s education fund in
care of Roberson Funeral Home, PO.
Box 153, King City, MO 64463. Online
condolences may be left at www.rober-
sonfuneralhome.com.

The Patrol family extends its
sincerest condolences to the Kirtley
family.

Thank

~You =~

My family and I would like to
thank everyone for the prayers, cards,
and expressions of sympathy following
the death of my mother-n-law, Donna
Siebeneck. We would also like to thank
all those who attended the visitation
and funeral service. The thoughtful-
ness and support our family received
is greatly appreciated and will be for-
ever remembered.

Stncerely,

Fis. & Budg. Analyst Carla

Siebeneck, Q/FFD

We would like to say a big thank
you for the generosity and support
from our MSHP family. We are so
humbled by the love and support we
continue to receive for Kale and our
family as he battles leukemia. He con-
tinues to respond well to the treatment
and is pushing through like a champ.
The encouragement we continue to re-
ceive from our army of supporters and
the prayers being said for him make a
huge difference in winning this battle.
Thank you so much for being a part of
our journey. We appreciate all the sup-
port more than we can express.

Cpl. Gerry L. West, Troop F, &

Jamily
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On The Shelf ...

Ret. Sgt. James B. King Jr. recently
published “Frozen Tears — The Fort
Leonard Wood MP Murders” based
on a 1977 case involving four teenag-
ers who were kidnapped and attacked
near and on Fort Leonard Wood, MO.
Only one survived. JB was a trooper at
that time and the first responder to the

call. He goes back in time to tell the
story from the moment of the crime
until the conviction of Military Police
Game Warden Johnny Lee Thornton.
From the first minutes after this attack
was reported, the United States Army,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the Army’s Criminal Investigation
Command, and the United States At-

torney’s office worked together to
bring the Killer to justice. This book

is a first-hand, comprehensive view of
the investigation and makes for a rivet-
ing story!

This is JB’s fourth book, all of
which are available through the Pu-
laski County USA Tourism Bureau and
Visitor Center. Order via their website
visitpulaskicounty.org, call them at
1-877-858-8687, or contact JB via email:
sheriff330ret@gmail.com.




