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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Digest is produced annually by the Missouri State Highway
Patrol (MSHP), Statistical Analysis Center (SAC).  In the past,
the primary source of data was law enforcement agencies who
voluntarily submitted crime statistics to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation's (FBI) Uniform Crime Reporting Program (UCR).
Since only a small percentage of agencies submitted data
directly to the FBI's UCR Program, the SAC relied on statistical
estimates to measure the extent of crime in Missouri.  Beginning
in 2001, Missouri's Uniform Crime Reporting Program (UCR)
began operation.  Statutorily, Missouri law enforcement agencies
are required to submit their crime statistics to Missouri's UCR
Program.  Using these data, the SAC no longer has to rely on
statistical estimates.  When comparing  2001 and later years’
crime statistics to 2000 and prior years, users need to keep in
mind two different statistical methods were employed to derive
Missouri's crime totals.

The Crime Index is the sum of eight major offenses and is used
to measure the magnitude of crime in the United States.  Only
eight major offenses are included in the Index because of their
frequency of occurrence and the fact they are most likely to be
reported to law enforcement agencies.  These Index offenses
are:  murder, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, bur-
glary, theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  The first four make
up the Violent Crime Index and the last four make up the Prop-
erty Crime Index.

In 2008, 246,987 Crime Index offenses were reported in the
State of Missouri.  In 2008, one Index Crime was committed
every 2.1 minutes. In 22.4 of every 100 Crime Index offenses,
the cases were cleared by arrest or exceptional means.

Violent Crime Index

Violent offenses made up 12.0 percent of the total 2008 Missouri
Crime Index.  There were 29,720 Violent Index offenses reported
in 2008.  A violent offense was committed in Missouri every 17.7
minutes.  In 45.7 of every 100 Violent Index offenses, the cases
were cleared by arrest or exceptional means.  A brief analysis of
each type of Violent Index offense is given below.

♦ 478 murders reported in 2008.  While murder is the
most serious Index offense, it made up only 0.2
percent of the total 2008 Missouri Crime Index.  One
murder was committed every 18.3 hours.  In 62.6
percent of every 100 murders, the cases were cleared
by arrest or exceptional means.

Executive Summary

Of the index offenses reported
in 2008:

12.0% were violent offenses

One violent crime was committed
every 17.7 minutes

xi
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♦ 1,605 forcible rapes reported in 2008.  Forcible rape
accounted for 0.7 percent of the total 2008 Missouri
Crime Index.  One forcible rape was committed every
5.5 hours.  In 45.3 percent of every 100 forcible rapes,
the cases were cleared by arrest or exceptional
means.

♦ 7,376 robberies reported in 2008.  Robbery accounted
for 3.0 percent of the total 2008 Missouri Crime Index.
One robbery occurred every 1.2 hours.  In 24.6 per-
cent of every 100 robberies, the cases were cleared
by arrest or exceptional means.

♦ There were 20,266 aggravated assaults reported in
2008.  Aggravated assault accounted for 8.2 percent
of the total 2008 Missouri Crime Index.  One
aggravated assault occurred every 25.9 minutes.  In
53.0 percent of every 100 aggravated assaults, the
cases were cleared by arrest or exceptional means.

Property Crime Index

Property offenses made up 88.0 percent of the total 2008 Mis-
souri Crime Index.  There were 217,267 Property Index offenses
reported in 2008.  Property offenses accounted for $330,676,907
in property stolen or destroyed.  One such offense occurred
every 2.4 minutes in the State.  In 19.2 percent of every 100
Property Index offenses, the cases were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.  A brief analysis of each type of Property
Index offense is given below.

♦ 45,572 burglaries reported in 2008.  Burglary
accounted for 18.5 percent of the total 2008 Missouri
Crime Index.  One burglary occurred every 11.5
minutes and $72,499,036 in property / cash was
stolen in 2008 due to this offense.  In 13.9 percent of
every 100 burglaries, the cases were cleared by arrest
or exceptional means.

♦ 149,171 thefts reported in 2008.  Theft accounted for
60.4 percent of the total 2008 Missouri Crime Index.
One theft occurred every 3.5 minutes and
$102,621,112 in property / cash was stolen in 2008
due to this offense.  In 21.5 percent of every 100
thefts, the cases were cleared by arrest or exceptional
means.

Between 2007 and 2008:

Property Crime decreased 7.1%

→ Burglary increased
1.9%

→ Theft decreased 4.2%

→ Motor Vehicle Theft
decreased 13.1%

→ Arson decreased 3.5%

Executive Summary

Of the index offenses reported
in 2008:

88.0% were property offenses

One property crime was
committed every 2.4 minutes

Between 2007 and 2008:

Violent Crime decreased 9.2%

→ Murder increased 25.1%

→ Rape did not change

→ Robbery decreased 4.5%

→ Aggravated Assault
decreased 11.9%

xii
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♦ 20,723 motor vehicle thefts reported in 2008.  Motor
vehicle theft accounted for 8.4 percent of the total
2008 Missouri Crime Index.  One motor vehicle theft
occurred every 25.4 minutes and $119,039,796 in
property was stolen in 2008 due to this offense.  In
14.5 percent of every 100 motor vehicle thefts, the
cases were cleared by arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 1,801 arsons reported in 2008.  Arson accounted for
0.7 percent of the total 2008 Missouri Crime Index.
One arson occurred every 4.9 hours and $36,516,962
in property was destroyed due to arson in 2008.  In
15.5 percent of every 100 arsons, the cases were
cleared by arrest or exceptional means.

In addition to crime index offense and arrest data, this publica-
tion contains data on domestic violence incidents, officers killed
or assaulted in the line of duty, and law enforcement employ-
ment levels in the State of Missouri.

Domestic Violence

In 2008, law enforcement agencies in Missouri reported 31,632
incidents of domestic violence.  In these incidents, 54 were
homicides.

These included:

♦ 8,005 incidents of spousal abuse (includes former
spouses).

♦ 10,084 incidents between individuals living together or
individuals who have lived together in the past.

♦ 4,812 incidents between blood relatives.

♦ 2,963 incidents between couples with child(ren) in
common.

Law Enforcement Officers Killed

In 2008, three officers were killed feloniously in the line of duty in
the State of Missouri.

Executive Summary

In 2008, 3 officers died in the
line of duty.

54 homicides in 2008 were
domestic violence related.

25.3% of all domestic violence
incidents reported in 2008
involved spouses (includes
former spouses).

xiii
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INTRODUCTION

This publication is one in a series prepared by the Missouri State
Highway Patrol, Statistical Analysis Center (SAC).  It is designed
to present data on crime and arrest activity in Missouri from 1999
through 2008 with special emphasis on the most recent year's
crime and arrest activity (2008).

The crime and arrest data in this publication are segmented into
ten parts.  The first section displays the Missouri Crime Clock.
This clock offers an overview of the frequency of occurrence of
Crime Index offenses committed in the State in relation to time.
The Crime Index is the sum of the eight major offenses used to
indicate the occurrence of crime in the United States.  The eight
offenses making up the total Crime Index are:  murder, forcible
rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, theft, motor vehicle
theft, and arson.  The second section provides data related to
Crime Index offenses committed in the State of Missouri.  Its
purpose is to provide a comparison of the various types of Crime
Index offenses so their relative importance can be assessed.  In
addition, Crime Index activity is displayed by geographical
regions of the State and also over time to observe trends.  The
third section presents data on arrest activity and clearance rates
associated with Crime Index offenses as well as arrest activity
associated with other classes of criminal offenses.  These data
provide an appreciation of criminal enforcement activity being
performed in the State by class of crime.  The fourth section
provides a series of data and analysis related to each of the
eight types of Crime Index offenses.  Data are provided on crime
activity, clearance rates, crime patterns, and arrest activity
associated with each of these offenses.  Section five provides
summary data on domestic violence incidents committed in
Missouri and identifies relationships between domestic violence
victims and offenders.  The sixth section provides summary data
on Crime Index offenses and arrest activity for specific political
subdivisions in the State.  Sections seven and eight provide
summary data on law enforcement officers killed and assaulted
while on duty.  Section nine provides uniform and civilian em-
ployment information for Missouri law enforcement agencies.
Section ten provides data on law enforcement employees as well
as the number of assaults on sworn personnel for specific
political subdivisions in the State

Prior to 2001, data in this Digest were provided on a voluntary
basis by Missouri law enforcement agencies to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation's (FBI), Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)
Program.  In 2001, state statute RSMo 43.505 was enacted
requiring Missouri law enforcement agencies to report their UCR
crime statistics to the Missouri UCR Program administered by
the Missouri State Highway Patrol.

Eight offenses make up the
Crime Index.  They are:

• Murder

• Rape

• Robbery

• Aggravated Assault

• Burglary

• Theft

• Motor Vehicle Theft

• Arson

Introduction
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Increases in crime activity may reflect the transition from a
voluntary to mandatory UCR Program.  Care is warranted
when directly comparing crime statistics since 2001 to
previous years for this reason.

The national UCR Program was initiated in 1930 by the Commit-
tee on Uniform Crime Reports of the International Association of
Chiefs of Police (IACP).  This committee developed uniform
offense and arrest classifications as well as reporting procedures
which could be used by law enforcement agencies throughout
the nation.  The FBI was designated to administer the Program
and became the national clearinghouse for UCR data.  The
Committee on Uniform Crime Reports of the IACP continues to
serve the national Program in an advisory capacity.  In 1966, the
National Sheriff's Association also established a Committee on
Uniform Crime Reports to act as an advisory body for this pro-
gram and to promote reporting to the UCR Program.

Crime and arrest data are, for the most part, collected on a
monthly basis by several methods in Missouri.  The Missouri
UCR Program provides report forms, tally sheets, and self-
addressed envelopes to Missouri law enforcement agencies who
complete and return them to the Program.  Missouri law enforce-
ment agencies also have the option of reporting their crime
activity on a Web-based UCR reporting application.  Data from
all Missouri law enforcement agencies are moved to a central
data repository maintained by the MSHP.

Data displays identifying specific political subdivision crime and
arrest activity contain only activity reported to the UCR Program.
It is important to note that statistics for a political subdivision
include not only crime and arrest activity reported by a local law
enforcement agency, but also crime and arrest activity reported
by state agencies (e.g., MSHP, Department of Conservation,
Water Patrol).  No effort has been made to estimate individual
law enforcement agency's crime and arrest activity.

Slight discrepancies may be found if comparisons are made with
FBI UCR publications and this Digest covering the same subject
matter for the State of Missouri.  Although similar, estimation
routines and rates per 100,000 population calculations for pre-
2001 data used by the FBI are not the same as those in this
Digest.  Discrepancies also may be noted when examining
actual reported figures.  This is a result of updates having been
made to UCR files between the time the FBI data were pro-
cessed and the time the SAC analysis was performed.  This
report is merely a snap shot of crime summary data reported to

Introduction2
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the Missouri UCR Program.  Law enforcement agencies continu-
ally update their UCR data for a variety of reasons.  For this
reason, statistics in this report may be different than statistics
obtained from other sources or reports.

3
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1.0 MISSOURI CRIME CLOCK

The Missouri crime clocks summarize criminal activity in the
State during 2008 in relation to time.  From this perspective,
an appreciation of the relative frequency of various criminal
offenses can be obtained.  The clocks should be viewed with
care.  They are designed to convey annual crime experience
by showing the relative frequency of occurrence of the index
offenses.  This mode of display should not be taken to imply
a regularity in the commission of crime.  Rather they repre-
sent the annual ratio of crime to fixed time intervals.
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00:02:10

One Index Crime Offense
Every 2.1 Minutes

00:17:70

One Violent Crime
Every 17.7 Minutes

� One Murder Every 18.3 hours
� One Forcible Rape Every 5.5 Hours
� One Robbery Every 1.2 Hours
� One Aggravated Assault Every 25.9 Minutes

00:02:40

One Property Crime
Every 2.4 Minutes

� One Burglary Every 11.5 Minutes
� One Theft Every 3.5 Minutes
� One Motor Vehicle Theft Every 25.4 Minutes
� One Arson Every 4.9 Hours
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FIGURE 1.0.1

MISSOURI CRIME CLOCK
2008
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2.0 MISSOURI CRIME INDEX COMPARISON ANALYSIS

A series of tables and figures summarizes crime index
offenses committed in the State of Missouri.  The purpose
of these displays is to compare the various types of crime
index offenses being committed according to their relative
contribution to the crime index.  In addition, crime index
offense rates are displayed by geographic regions of the
State, and over time, in order to identify trends.
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 TABLE 2.0.4
PROPERTY CRIME INDEX

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF PROPERTY STOLEN / DESTROYED
2007 - 2008

LOSS PER OFFENSE1 TOTAL LOSS PERCENT
TYPE 2007 2008 2007 2008 INCREASE / DECREASE

BURGLARY $1,525 1,590 $68,212,733 $72,499,036 6.3%

THEFT 624 688 97,183,477 102,621,112 5.6

MOTOR VEHICLE
THEFT 5,455 5,742 130,202,444 119,039,796 -8.6

ARSON 14,339 20,264 25,843,117 36,516,962 41.3

TOTAL -------- --------- 321,441,771 330,676,907 2.9

1 Dollar loss per offense is calculated using only those property offenses for which law enforcement
agencies reported an actual dollar amount for the property stolen or destroyed.
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YEAR

LEGEND:2

FIGURE 2.0.1
CRIME INDEX OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

FIGURE 2.0.2
CRIME INDEX OFFENSE RATES,1

STATE OF MISSOURI
BY COUNTY / 2008

1 Prior to 2001, crime index offense rates were based on estimated crime index offenses in the State of Missouri.
Crime index offense rates are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary for explanation of the
computations used to obtain these rates.

2 Legend categories are based on quartiles of counties.

RATE

2,281.8 or MORE
1,729.5 to 2,281.7
1,275.5 to 1,729.4
1,275.4 or LESS

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 4,211.0 4,148.1 4,085.3 4,022.4
Lower 96 3,839.7 3,772.9 3,705.8 3,638.3
Upper 96 4,582.2 4,523.3 4,464.8 4,406.6
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FIGURE 2.0.3
VIOLENT INDEX OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, violent index offense rates were based on estimated violent index offenses in the State of Missouri.  Violent
index offense rates are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary for explanation of computations used
to obtain these rates.

2 Legend categories are based on quartiles of counties.

LEGEND:2

YEAR

FIGURE 2.0.4
VIOLENT INDEX OFFENSE RATES,1

STATE OF MISSOURI
BY COUNTY / 2008

314.9 or MORE
205.2 to 314.8
131.4 to 205.1
131.3 or LESS

RATE

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 458.7 446.1 433.5 420.9
Lower 96 334.7 320.8 306.7 292.6
Upper 96 582.7 571.4 560.3 549.3
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1 Prior to 2001, property index offense rates were based on estimated property index offenses in the State of Missouri.
Property index offense rates are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary for explanation of
computations used to obtain these rates.

2 Legend categories are based on quartiles of counties.

LEGEND:2

FIGURE 2.0.6
PROPERTY INDEX OFFENSE RATES,1

STATE OF MISSOURI
BY COUNTY / 2008

FIGURE 2.0.5
PROPERTY INDEX OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

RATE

YEAR

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 3,752.3 3,702.1 3,651.8 3,601.6
Lower 96 3,463.2 3,409.9 3,356.3 3,302.4
Upper 96 4,041.4 3,994.3 3,947.4 3,900.7

2,049.5 or MORE
1,481.6 to 2,049.4
1,119.3 to 1,481.5
1,119.2 or LESS
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3.0 MISSOURI ARREST ANALYSIS

A series of tables and figures summarize Missouri crime
index arrest clearance rates, actual arrest activity associated
with crime index offenses, and arrest activity associated with
all other classes of criminal activity reported to the UCR
Program.  The purpose of these displays is to provide an
overview of criminal enforcement activity being performed in
the State by class of crime.  In addition, arrest rates are
displayed over time in order to observe trends.
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1 Crime Index arrest rates relate to arrests made for crime index offenses reported by law enforcement
agencies in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary
for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.

FIGURE 3.0.1
CRIME INDEX ARREST RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

RATE

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 741.3 683.0 624.8 566.6
Lower 96 404.7 342.9 280.7 218.3
Upper 96 1,077.9 1,023.2 968.9 914.9
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FIGURE 3.0.2
VIOLENT INDEX ARREST RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Violent Index arrest rates relate to arrests made for violent index offenses reported by law enforcement
agencies in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary
for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.
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YEAR

FIGURE 3.0.3
PROPERTY INDEX ARREST RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Property Index arrest rates relate to arrests made for property index offenses reported by law enforcement
agencies in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary
for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.
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4.0 MISSOURI DETAIL CRIME INDEX ANALYSIS

A series of tables and figures summarizes crime activity,
clearance rates, crime patterns, and arrest activity associ-
ated with specific types of crime index offenses committed
in Missouri.

Detail analysis is provided for violent and property crimes
reported in 2008.

Burglary

VIOLENT
CRIME

Aggravated Assault

Forcible RapeMurder

Robbery

PROPERTY
CRIME

Motor Vehicle Theft

Theft

Arson
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4.1 MURDER

DEFINITION

Murder and non-negligent manslaughter are the willful

killing of one human being by another.  Not included in this

offense classification are deaths caused by negligence,

suicide, accident, justifiable homicide (the killing of a felon

by a peace officer in the line of duty or a private citizen

during the commission of a felony), and attempts to murder

(these are classified as aggravated assaults).  Murder

offenses are reported on a per victim basis.

2008 Summary

♦ 478 murders were reported
in 2008.

♦ One murder occurred every
18.3 hours.

♦ Murder accounted for 0.2
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 1.6 percent of all
Violent Index offenses.

♦ The murder rate per 100,000
population was 8.5.

♦ 62.6 percent of every 100
murders were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 422 persons were reported
arrested for murder in 2008.
Of these, 91.3 percent were
adults and 8.8 percent were
juveniles.  Of those arrested,
89.6 percent were male and
10.5 percent were female.

♦ Of murder victims reported
in 2008, 78.5 percent were
male and 21.5 percent were
female. Of the victims, 87.3
percent were adults and
9.6 percent were juveniles.

♦ Of all weapons used in 2008
murders, 72.3 percent were
firearms and 9.0 percent
were knives.

Section 4.1
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 MURDER SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 382 6.6

2008  478 8.5

Percent of Change  25.1 28.8

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 284 60.0 35.8

100,000 - 249,999 19 4.0 7.2

50,000 -   99,999 11 2.3 3.0

25,000 -   49,999 22 4.7 4.4

10,000 -   24,999 26 5.5 4.1

2,500 -     9,999 25 5.3 3.7

Under 2,500 15 2.1 3.1

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 29 6.1 2.9

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 47 9.9 4.7

TOTAL 478 100.0  8.5

♦ 60.0% of all 2008 murders
were reported by police
agencies serving jurisdictions
with populations of 250,000
or more.

TABLE 4.1.1
MURDER RATES BY POPULATION GROUP

2008

♦ The murder offense rate
increased 28.8% between
2007 and 2008.

Section 4.1
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TABLE 4.1.2
MURDER CLEARANCE RATES

 2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 75.4 7.3

2008 62.6 6.7

TABLE 4.1.3
MURDER ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008

   % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS MURDER ARRESTS

ADULTS 343 81.3
MALE

JUVENILES 35 8.3

ADULTS 42 10.0
FEMALE

JUVENILES  2 0.5

TOTAL 422 100.0

TABLE 4.1.4
MURDER ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS MURDER ARRESTS

ADULTS 174 41.2
WHITE

JUVENILES  13  3.1

ADULTS 211 50.0
BLACK

JUVENILES  24 5.7

AMERICAN ADULTS 0 0.0
INDIAN

JUVENILES  0  0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS 0  0.0
OTHER

JUVENILES  0  0.0

UNKNOWN   0   -

TOTAL 422 100.0

♦ 62.6% of all 2008 murders
were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

♦ 81.3% of all 2008 murder
arrests were adult males.

♦ 41.2% of all 2008 murder
arrests were white adults
and 50.0% were black
adults.

Section 4.1
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% OF
SEX AGE GROUPS VICTIMS1 TOTAL

ADULTS 316 69.1

MALE JUVENILES 33 7.2

UNKNOWN 10  2.2

ADULTS  83 18.2

FEMALE JUVENILES 11 2.4

UNKNOWN  4 0.9

ADULTS  0  0.0

UNKNOWN JUVENILES  0   0.0

UNKNOWN   0 --

TOTAL 457 100.0

♦ 69.1% of all 2008 murder
victims were adult males.

♦ 32.6% of all 2008 murder
victims were white adults and
54.0% were black adults.

Section 4.1

TABLE 4.1.5
MURDER VICTIMS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

2008

% OF
RACE AGE GROUPS VICTIMS1 TOTAL

ADULTS 149 32.6

WHITE JUVENILES  13 2.8

UNKNOWN  9   2.0

ADULTS 247  54.0

BLACK JUVENILES  30   6.6

UNKNOWN   5 1.1

ADULTS 0 0.0
AMERICAN
INDIAN JUVENILES 1 0.2

UNKNOWN 0 0.0

ADULTS 3 0.7
ASIAN /
OTHER JUVENILES 0 0.0

UNKNOWN 0 0.0

ADULTS   0   0.0

UNKNOWN JUVENILES   0   0.0

UNKNOWN   0 0.0

TOTAL 457 100.0

1Victim data were obtained from the UCR Supplemental Homicide Report. The total
number of victims in this table does not correspond to the 478 murders reported in
2008 because law enforcement agencies report murder offenses on a separate form
entitled the Return A.  Discrepancies may occur as a result of an agency updating or
adjusting only one form.

TABLE 4.1.6
MURDER VICTIMS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008
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TABLE 4.1.7
TYPE OF WEAPON USED BY OFFENDERS IN MURDERS

2008

 % OF
TYPE WEAPONS1 TOTAL

FIREARM 345 72.3

KNIFE 43 9.0

BLUNT OBJECT 27 5.7

MOTOR VEHICLE 4 0.8

PERSONAL WEAPONS
(Hands, Feet, etc.) 15 3.1

POISON 0 0.0

OUT WINDOW 2 0.4

EXPLOSIVES 0 0.0

FIRE 1 0.2

NARCOTICS 4 0.8

DROWNING 1 0.2

STRANGULATION 1 0.2

ASPHYXIATION 2 0.4

OTHER 32 6.7

TOTAL 477 100.0

1 The 477 weapons in this table are directly associated with the 457 victims reported on
the UCR Supplemental Homicide Report. A homicide incident may involve multiple
weapons.

♦ Of all weapons used in 2008
murders, 72.3% were firearms.

Section 4.1
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TABLE 4.1.8
CIRCUMSTANCES WITH MURDERS

2008

 % OF
TYPE CIRCUMSTANCE REPORTED1 TOTAL

INDEPENDENT ACT
OF MURDER 39 17.3

RAPE 1 0.4

ROBBERY 25 11.1

BURGLARY 2 0.9

LARCENY 1 0.4

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 1 0.4
FELONY
RELATED ARSON 1 0.4

PROSTITUTION 0 0.0

OTHER SEX 0 0.0

NARCOTICS LAWS 8 3.6

GAMBLING 0 0.0

OTHER 3 1.3

ABORTION 0 0.0

LOVER'S TRIANGLE 48 21.3

CHILD BY SITTER 10 4.4

BRAWL FROM ALCOHOL 4 1.8

BRAWL FROM DRUGS 1 0.4

ARGUMENT OVER
MONEY / PROPERTY 17 7.6

NOT
FELONY OTHER ARGUMENTS 40 17.8
RELATED

GANGLAND KILLINGS 7 3.1

JUV. GANG KILLINGS 1 0.4

INSTITUTIONAL KILLINGS 1 0.4

SNIPER 1 0.4

OTHER 14 6.2

UNKNOWN 216   -

TOTAL 441 100.0

♦ 21.3% of all 2008 murders
involved lover’s triangles.

1The 441 circumstances in this table are directly associated with the first victim and first
offender in a murder incident.  Victim and offender data were both obtained from the UCR
Supplemental Homicide Report. An incident may involve multiple circumstances.
Unknown circumstances are not included in total when calculating the percentage of total.

Section 4.1
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FIGURE 4.1.1
MURDER OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, murder offense rates were based on estimated murder offenses in
the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.
See Glossary for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.

2009 2010 2011 2012
Projected 5.6 5.4 5.1 4.9
Lower 96 2.6 2.3 2.0 1.7
Upper 96 8.7 8.5 8.2 8.0
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4.2 FORCIBLE RAPE

DEFINITION

Forcible rape is the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly

and against her will.  Assaults or attempts to commit rape

by force or threat of force also are included.  However,

statutory rape (without force), sex attacks on males, and

other types of sex offenses are not included in this cat-

egory.  Forcible rape offenses are reported on a per victim

basis.

2008 Summary

♦ 1,605 rapes were reported
in 2008.

♦ One rape occurred every
5.5 hours.

♦ Rape accounted for 0.7
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 5.4 percent of all
Violent Index offenses.

♦ The rape rate per 100,000
population was 28.9.

♦ Rape by force constituted
92.3 percent of all rapes
while attempted rape
accounted for 7.7 percent.

♦ In 2008, 45.3 percent of
every 100 rapes were
cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

♦ 569 persons were reported
arrested for rape. Of those,
88.7 percent were adults
and 11.2 percent were
juveniles.

Section 4.2
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RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 1,606 27.6

2008 1,605 28.9

Percent of Change 0.0 4.7

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 485 30.2 61.1

100,000 - 249,999 152 9.5 57.3

50,000 -   99,999 73 4.5 19.8

25,000 -   49,999 154 9.6 30.7

10,000 -   24,999 157 9.8 25.0

2,500 -     9,999 158 9.8 23.2

Under 2,500 82 5.1 25.6

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 207 12.9 20.5

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 139 8.6 13.9

 TOTAL 1,605 100.0  28.9

Section 4.2

♦ The forcible rape offense rate
increased 4.7% between
2007 and 2008.

.

♦ 61.1% of all forcible rape
offenses were reported by
police agencies serving
jurisdictions with populations
of 250,000 or more.

FORCIBLE RAPE SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

TABLE 4.2.1
FORCIBLE RAPE RATES BY POPULATION GROUP

2008
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TABLE 4.2.3
FORCIBLE RAPE CLEARANCE RATES

 2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 51.4 10.5

2008 45.3 9.5

TABLE 4.2.4
FORCIBLE RAPE ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008

AGE    % OF TOTAL
SEX GROUPS ARRESTS RAPE ARRESTS

ADULTS 497 87.3
MALE

JUVENILES 64 11.2

ADULTS 8 1.4
FEMALE

JUVENILES 0 0.0

TOTAL 569 100.0

♦ 87.3% of all 2008 forcible
rape arrests were adult males.

♦ 45.3% of all 2008 forcible
rapes were cleared by arrest
or exceptional means.

TABLE 4.2.2
ACTUAL / ATTEMPTED RAPE OFFENSES

2008

    % OF
TYPE OFFENSES TOTAL

FORCIBLE RAPE 1,481 92.3

ATTEMPTED RAPE   124 7.7

UNKNOWN 0 -

TOTAL 1,605 100.0

♦ 92.3% of all 2008 rape
offenses were completed.

Section 4.2
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♦ Of all persons arrested for
forcible rape, 45.0% were
white adults and 43.4% were
black adults.

TABLE 4.2.5
FORCIBLE RAPE ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS RAPE ARRESTS

ADULTS 256 45.0
WHITE

JUVENILES 33 5.8

ADULTS 247 43.4
BLACK

JUVENILES 30 5.3

AMERICAN ADULTS 0 0.0
INDIAN

JUVENILES 0 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS 2 0.4
OTHER

JUVENILES 1 0.2

UNKNOWN  0   0.0

TOTAL 569 100.0

1 Prior to 2001, rape offense rates were based on estimated rape offenses in the
State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See
Glossary for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.

YEAR

FIGURE 4.2.1
RAPE OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

RATE

Section 4.2

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 24.3 23.8 23.2 22.6
Lower 96 16.2 15.6 14.9 14.3
Upper 96 32.4 32.0 31.5 31.0
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4.3 ROBBERY

DEFINITION

Robbery is the taking or attempting to take anything of value

from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons by

force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the

victim in fear.  Robbery involves a theft or larceny but is

aggravated by the element of force or threat of force.  Rob-

bery offenses are reported on an incident-by-incident basis.

2008 Summary

♦ 7,376 robberies were reported
in 2008.

♦ One robbery occurred every
1.2 hours.

♦ Robbery accounted for 3.0
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 24.8 percent of
all Violent Index offenses.

♦ The robbery rate per
100,000 population was
132.6.

♦ A firearm was used in 51.5
percent of all robberies.

♦ Street / Highway robbery was
the most prevalent class of
robbery accounting for 57.2
percent of all such offenses.

♦ $8,200,553 in property /
cash was stolen in robber-
ies.

♦ 24.6 percent of every 100
robberies were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 2,454 persons were report-
ed arrested for robbery in
2008.  Of these, 77.6 percent
were adults and 22.4 percent
were juveniles.

Section 4.3
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♦ 64.0% of all robbery offenses
were reported by police
agencies serving jurisdictions
with populations of 250,000
or more.

♦ The robbery offense rate
decreased 0.3% between
2007 and 2008.

ROBBERY SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 7.727 133.0

2008 7,376 132.6

Percent of Change -4.5 -0.3

TABLE 4.3.1
NUMBER OF ROBBERIES AND ROBBERY

RATES BY POPULATION GROUP
2008

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 4,724 64.0 595.3

100,000 - 249,999 452 6.1 170.3

50,000 -   99,999 383 5.2 104.0

25,000 -   49,999 416 5.6 82.9

10,000 -   24,999 560 7.6 89.1

2,500 -     9,999 272 3.7 39.9

Under 2,500 86 1.2 27.5

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 423 5.7 41.9

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 60 0.8 6.0

TOTAL 7,376 100.0 132.6

Section 4.3
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TABLE 4.3.2
TYPE OF WEAPON USED IN ROBBERIES

2008

 % OF
TYPE WEAPONS TOTAL

FIREARMS 3,795 51.5

KNIVES OR CUTTING
INSTRUMENTS 420  5.7

OTHER WEAPONS 590  8.0

STRONG ARMED
(Hands, Feet, etc.) 2,571  34.9

UNKNOWN 0      -

TOTAL 7,376 100.0

TABLE 4.3.3
ROBBERY LOSS / LOCATION

2008

 % OF   $ LOSS1/
TYPE ROBBERIES TOTAL INCIDENT

SERVICE STATION   177 2.4 443.36

CONVENIENCE STORE   320 4.3 397.96

BANK    100 1.4 6,928.48

OTHER COMMERCIAL 911 12.3 1,420.32

STREET / HIGHWAY 4,218 57.2 1,027.64

RESIDENCE   1,054 14.3 1,099.19

MISCELLANEOUS   596 8.1 863.84

UNKNOWN 0 -   -

TOTAL 7,376 100.0 1,111.79

2008 TOTAL STATE LOSS2 = $8,200,553

1 The dollar loss per incident is calculated using only those robbery offenses for
which law enforcement agencies reported an actual monetary loss.

2 Property loss is calculated by multiplying the total dollar loss per offense by the
number of such offenses in 2008.

♦ A firearm was used in 51.5%
of all 2008 robberies.

♦ 57.2% of all robberies
occurred on streets or
highways with an average
loss per incident of
$1,027.64.

Section 4.3
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♦ 52.1% of all 2008 robbery
arrests were black adults
and 25.4% were white adults.

♦ 67.8% of all 2008 robbery
arrests were adult males.

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 23.1 18.2

2008 24.6 14.5

   % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS  ROBBERY ARRESTS

ADULTS 1,663 67.8
MALE

JUVENILES   509  20.7

ADULTS   241   9.8
FEMALE

JUVENILES   41   1.7

TOTAL 2,454 100.0

TABLE 4.3.6
ROBBERY ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS ROBBERY ARRESTS

ADULTS 623 25.4
WHITE

JUVENILES  102  4.2

ADULTS 1,279  52.1
BLACK

JUVENILES   448  18.3

AMERICAN ADULTS 1 0.0
   INDIAN

JUVENILES 0 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS 1 0.0
OTHER

JUVENILES 0 0.0

UNKNOWN   0 -

TOTAL 2,454 100.0

Section 4.3

♦ 24.6% of all 2008 robberies
were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

TABLE 4.3.4
ROBBERY CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

TABLE 4.3.5
ROBBERY ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008



45Crime in Missouri, 2008 Section 4.0

0

30

60

90

120

150

180

210

240

270

300

99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12

1 Prior to 2001, robbery offense rates were based on robbery offenses in the State
of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See Glossary
for explanation of computations used to obtain these rates.

FIGURE 4.3.1
ROBBERY OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

RATE

Section 4.3

YEAR

2009 2010 2011 2012
Projected 88.1 80.4 72.7 65.0
Lower 96 34.4 26.1 17.7 9.3
Upper 96 141.9 134.8 127.7 120.6



47Crime in Missouri, 2008 Section 4.0

4.4 AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

DEFINITION

 Aggravated assault is an unlawful attack or attempted

attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflict-

ing severe or aggravated bodily injury.  This type of assault

usually is accompanied by the use of a weapon or by

means likely to produce death or great bodily harm.  All

assaults or attempted assaults by one person upon another

with the intent to kill, maim, or inflict severe bodily injury with

the use of any dangerous weapon are classified under this

category of offense.  Aggravated assault offenses are

reported on a per victim basis.

2008 Summary

♦ 20,266 aggravated assaults
were reported in 2008.

♦ One aggravated assault
occurred every 25.9
minutes.

♦ Aggravated assault
accounted for 8.2 percent
of the Total Crime Index
and 68.2 percent of all
Violent Index offenses.

♦ The aggravated assault rate
per 100,000 population was
364.3.

♦ A firearm was used in 29.2
percent of the cases.

♦ 53.0 percent of every 100
aggravated assaults were
cleared by arrest or excep-
tional means.

♦ 9,506 persons were
arrested for aggravated
assault in 2008.  Of these,
88.9 percent were adults
and 11.1 percent were
juveniles.

Section 4.4
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♦ The aggravated assault
offense rate decreased
8.7% between 2007
and 2008.

♦ 40.3% of all aggravated
assault offenses were
reported by police agencies
serving jurisdictions
with populations of 250,000
or more.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 23,007 395.9

2008 20,266 364.3

Percent of Change -11.9 -8.7

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 8,163 40.3 1,028.6

100,000 - 249,999 1,270 6.3 478.4

50,000 -   99,999 860 4.2 233.5

25,000 -   49,999 1,140 5.6 227.2

10,000 -   24,999 1,798 8.9 286.0

2,500 -     9,999 1,927 9.5 283.0

Under 2,500 875 4.3 275.8

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 2,072 10.2 205.3

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 2,161 10.7 216.7

TOTAL 20,266 100.0  364.3

TABLE 4.4.1
NUMBER OF AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS AND ASSAULT RATES BY

POPULATION GROUP
2008

Section 4.4
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♦ 71.2% of all 2008 aggravated
assault arrests were adult
males.

♦ 53.0% of all 2008 aggravated
assaults were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ Hands, feet, and other
personal weapons were
used in 30.4% of all 2008
aggravated assaults.

TABLE 4.4.2
TYPE OF WEAPON USED IN AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS

2008

% OF
TYPE WEAPONS TOTAL

FIREARMS  5,919 29.2

KNIVES OR CUTTING
INSTRUMENTS 2,766 13.7

OTHER WEAPONS  5,420 26.7

HANDS, FEET, ETC. /
AGGRAVATED INJURY  6,161 30.4

UNKNOWN 0 --

TOTAL 20,266 100.0

TABLE 4.4.3
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 48.4 11.5

2008 53.0 10.0

TABLE 4.4.4
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ARRESTS

BY SEX AND AGE GROUP
 2008

   % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS AGGRV ASSAULT

ARRESTS

ADULTS 6,770 71.2
MALE

JUVENILES 827 8.7

ADULTS   1,684 17.7

FEMALE
JUVENILES   225 2.4

TOTAL 9,506 100.0

Section 4.4
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♦ 50.6% of all 2008 aggravated
assault arrests were white
adults and 37.9% were
black adults.

FIGURE 4.4.1
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, aggravated assault offense rates were based on estimated aggravated
assault offenses in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 pop-
ulation basis.  See Glossary for explanation of computations used to obtain these
rates.

YEAR

RATE

TABLE 4.4.5
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ARRESTS

BY RACE AND AGE GROUP
 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS AGGRV ASSAULT

ARRESTS

ADULTS 4,809 50.6
WHITE

JUVENILES   558 5.9

ADULTS 3,599 37.9
BLACK

JUVENILES   488 5.1

AMERICAN ADULTS   20 0.2
INDIAN

JUVENILES   2 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS    36 0.4
OTHER

JUVENILES   4 0.0

UNKNOWN  -10 -

TOTAL 9,506 100.0

Section 4.4
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4.5 BURGLARY

DEFINITION

Burglary is the unlawful entry or attempted unlawful entry of

a structure to commit a felony or a theft.  Burglary offenses

are reported on an incident-by-incident basis.

2008 Summary

♦ 45,572 burglaries were
reported during 2008.

♦ One burglary occurred every
11.5 minutes.

♦ Burglary accounted for 18.5
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 21.0 percent of all
Property Index offenses.

♦ The burglary rate per 100,000
population was 819.4.

♦ Residential dwellings were
involved in 75.7 percent of all
burglaries and forcible entry
was involved in 61.7 percent.

♦ $72,499,036 in property /
cash was stolen during
burglaries.

♦ 13.9 percent of every 100
burglaries were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 7,341 persons were reported
arrested for burglary in 2008.
Of these, 74.3 percent were
adults and 25.7 percent were
juveniles.

Section 4.5
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♦ 32.3% of all burglary
offenses were reported
by police agencies serving
jurisdictions with populations
of 250,000 or more.

♦ The burglary offense rate
increased 6.5% between
2007 and 2008.

BURGLARY SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 44,725 769.6

2008 45,572 819.4

Percent of Change 1.9 6.5

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 14,742 32.3 1,857.6

100,000 - 249,999 3,541 7.8 1,333.8

50,000 -   99,999 2,848 6.2 773.2

25,000 -   49,999 3,331 7.3 663.9

10,000 -   24,999 5,002 11.0 795.6

2,500 -     9,999 3,988 8.8 587.4

Under 2,500 1,920 4.2 606.1

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 5,155 11.3 510.8

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 5,045 11.1 505.9

TOTAL 45,572 100.0  819.4

Section 4.5

TABLE 4.5.1
BURGLARY RATES BY POPULATION GROUP

2008
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♦ Burglaries of residential
locations occurring during
daytime hours accounted for
26.0% of all burglaries.

♦ Forcible entry was used in
61.7% of all 2008 burglaries.

TABLE 4.5.3
BURGLARY LOSS / LOCATION / TIME

2008

 % OF   $ LOSS1/
TYPE OFFENSES TOTAL INCIDENT

RESIDENCE

         NIGHT 7,400 16.2 $1,400.00

(6 p.m. to 6 a.m.)

           DAY 11,866 26.0 1,707.10
(6 a.m. to 6 p.m.)

TIME UNKNOWN 15,264 33.5 1,535.96

NON-RESIDENCE

        NIGHT 4,437 9.7 1,178.52
(6 p.m. to 6 a.m.)

           DAY 1,522 3.3 1,415.77
(6 a.m. to 6 p.m.)

TIME UNKNOWN 5,083 11.2 2,168.25

UNKNOWN 0 - -

TOTAL 45,572 100.0 1,590.15

2008 TOTAL STATE LOSS2 = $72,499,036

1 The dollar loss per incident is calculated using only those burglary offensesfor
 which law enforcement agencies reported an actual monetary loss.

2 Property loss is calculated by multiplying the total dollar loss per offense by
the number of such offenses in 2008.

TABLE 4.5.2
TYPE OF BURGLARY

2008

% OF
TYPE OFFENSES TOTAL

FORCIBLE ENTRY 28,116 61.7

UNLAWFUL ENTRY
NO FORCE 14,593 32.0

ATTEMPTED FORCIBLE
ENTRY 2,863 6.3

UNKNOWN     0 -

TOTAL 45,572 100.0

Section 4.5
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♦ 65.7% of all 2008 burglary
arrests were adult males.

♦ 13.9% of all 2008 burglaries
were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

TABLE 4.5.4
BURGLARY CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 14.3 19.4

2008 13.9 17.0

TABLE 4.5.5
BURGLARY ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008

    % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 4,821 65.7
MALE

JUVENILES 1,735 23.6

ADULTS   634 8.6
FEMALE

JUVENILES   151 2.1

TOTAL 7,341 100.0

TABLE 4.5.6
BURGLARY ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 3,279 44.7
WHITE

JUVENILES 1,050 14.3

ADULTS 2,161 29.4
BLACK

JUVENILES   827 11.3

AMERICAN ADULTS   5 0.1
INDIAN

JUVENILES     1 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS     10 0.1
OTHER

JUVENILES    8 0.1

UNKNOWN 0 -

TOTAL 7,341 100.0

♦ 44.7% of all 2008 burglary
arrests were white adults
and 29.4% were black adults.

Section 4.5
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FIGURE 4.5.1
BURGLARY OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, burglary offense rates were based on estimated burglary
offenses in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000
population basis.  See Glossary for explanation of the computations used
to obtain these rates.

RATE
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2008 Summary

♦ There were 149,171 thefts
reported during 2008.

♦ In 2008, one theft occurred
every 3.5 minutes.

♦ Theft accounted for 60.4
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 68.7 percent of all
Property Index offenses.

♦ The theft rate per 100,000
population in 2008 was
2,681.3.

♦ In 2008, 35.7 percent of all
thefts involved the taking of
vehicle parts / accessories or
other types of property from
a vehicle.

♦ Due to this offense,
$102,621,112 in property /
cash was stolen in 2008.

♦ In 2008, 21.5 percent of every
100 thefts were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 35,134 persons were reported
arrested for theft in 2008.  Of
these, 74.2 percent were
adults and 25.8 percent were
juveniles.  Of those arrested,
59.9 percent were male and
40.1 percent were female.

4.6 THEFT

DEFINITION

Theft is the unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away

of property from the possession or constructive possession

of another.  Attempted thefts also are included.  This cat-

egory includes crimes such as shoplifting, pocket-picking,

purse-snatching, thefts from motor vehicles, thefts of motor

vehicle parts or accessories, bicycle thefts, etc., in which no

use of force, violence, or fraud occurs.  It does not include

embezzlement, "con" games, forgery, or worthless checks.

Motor vehicle theft also is excluded inasmuch as it is a

separate crime index offense.  Theft offenses are reported

on an incident-by-incident basis.

Section 4.6
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RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 155,693 2,678.9

2008 149,171 2,681.3

Percent of Change -4.2 -0.1

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 33,805 22.7 4,259.8

100,000 - 249,999 17,261 11.6 6,501.8

50,000 -   99,999 11,772 7.9 3,196.0

25,000 -   49,999 15,413 10.3 3,072.1

10,000 -   24,999 19,624 13.1 3,121.5

2,500 -     9,999 19,2216 12.9 2,824.5

Under 2,500 6,741 4.5 2,115.9

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 15,890 10.6 1,574.4

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 9,449 6.3 947.6

TOTAL 149,171 100.0  2,681.4

♦ The theft offense rate
decreased 0.1% between
2007 and 2008.

♦ 22.7% of all 2008 thefts
were reported by police
agencies serving jurisdictions
with populations of 250,000
or more.

TABLE 4.6.1
THEFT RATES BY POPULATION GROUP

2008

Section 4.6

THEFT SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008
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TABLE 4.6.2
THEFT BY VALUE OF STOLEN ITEMS

 2008

% OF
AMOUNT OFFENSES TOTAL

$200 AND OVER 56,470 37.9

$50 TO $200 33,634 22.5

UNDER $50 59,067 39.6

UNKNOWN 0 -

TOTAL 149,171 100.0

♦ 37.9% of all 2008 thefts
involved $200 or more.

♦ 23.2% of all 2008 thefts
were other types of property
taken from motor vehicles.

♦ 12.5% of all 2008 thefts
were for motor vehicle parts
and accessories.

♦ 16.1% of all 2008 thefts
involved shoplifting.

TABLE 4.6.3
NATURE OF THEFT

2008

Section 4.6

 % OF   $ LOSS1/
TYPE OFFENSES TOTAL INCIDENT

POCKET PICKING 386 0.3 $421.52

PURSE SNATCHING  641 0.4 249.46

SHOPLIFTING 24,033 16.1 155.40

FROM MOTOR VEHICLE  34,556 23.2 577.51

MOTOR VEHICLE
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES  18,723 12.5 20.37

BICYCLES   3,045 2.0 219.38

FROM BUILDINGS  21,676 14.5 1,118.63

COIN OPERATED
MACHINES  445 0.3 41.43

ALL OTHERS 45,666 30.6 1,022.67

UNKNOWN 0 - -

TOTAL 149,171 100.0 687.46

                  2008 TOTAL STATE LOSS2 = $102,621,112

1 The dollar loss per incident is calculated using only those theft offenses for which
law enforcement agencies reported an actual monetary loss.

2 Property loss is calculated by multiplying the total dollar loss per offense by the
number of such offenses in 2008.
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♦ 45.6% of all 2008 theft
arrests were adult males.

♦ 21.5% of all 2008 thefts
were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

♦ 46.4% of all 2008 theft
arrests were white adults
and 27.3% were black
adults.

Section 4.6

TABLE 4.6.4
THEFT CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 19.8 17.8

2008 21.5 18.2

TABLE 4.6.5
THEFT ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008

    % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 16,022 45.6
MALE

JUVENILES 5,024 14.3

ADULTS   10,033 28.6
FEMALE

JUVENILES   4,055 11.5

TOTAL 35,134 100.0

TABLE 4.6.6
THEFT ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS THEFT ARREST

ADULTS 16,316 46.4
WHITE

JUVENILES 5,232 14.9

ADULTS 9,602 27.3
BLACK

JUVENILES   3,802 10.8

AMERICAN ADULTS    27 0.1
INDIAN

JUVENILES  5 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS     109 0.3
OTHER

JUVENILES    40 0.1

UNKNOWN 1 -

TOTAL 35,134 100.0
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FIGURE 4.6.1
THEFT OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, theft offense rates were based on estimated theft offenses in the
State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per 100,000 population basis.  See
Glossary for explanation of the computations used to obtain these rates.

RATE

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 2,625.1 2,596.6 2,568.1 2,539.6
Lower 96 2,415.3 2,384.6 2,353.7 2,322.5
Upper 96 2,834.9 2,808.6 2,782.5 2,756.6

Section 4.6



63Crime in Missouri, 2008 Section 4.0

4.7 MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

DEFINITION

Motor vehicle theft is the theft or attempted theft of a motor

vehicle.  By definition, a motor vehicle is a self-propelled

vehicle that runs on the surface and not on rails.  Motor

vehicles include automobiles, trucks, buses, motorcycles,

motor scooters, snowmobiles, etc.  Motor vehicle theft

offenses are reported on a per vehicle basis.

2008 Summary

♦ There were 20,723 motor
vehicle thefts reported during
2008.

♦ In 2008, one motor vehicle
theft occurred every 25.4
minutes.

♦ Motor vehicle theft accounted
for 8.4 percent of the Total
Crime Index and 9.5 percent
of all Property Index offenses.

♦ The motor vehicle theft rate per
100,000 population was 372.6
in 2008.

♦ The cost of vehicles stolen in
2008 was $119,039,796.

♦ In 2008, 14.5 percent of every
100 motor  vehicle thefts were
cleared by arrest or exception-
al means.

♦ 3,401 persons were reported
arrested for motor vehicle theft
in 2008.  Of these, 77.1 percent
were adults and 22.9 percent
were juveniles.  Of those ar-
rested, 81.9 percent were male
and 18.1 percent were female.

Section 4.7
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RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 23,859 410.5

2008 20,723 372.6

Percent of Change -13.1 -9.2

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 10,189 49.1 1,283.9

100,000 - 249,999 1,810 8.7 681.8

50,000 -   99,999 854 4.1 231.9

25,000 -   49,999 1,289 6.2 256.9

10,000 -   24,999 1,663 8.0 264.5

2,500 -     9,999 1,282 6.2 189.3

Under 2,500 485 2.4 154.5

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 1,927 9.3 190.9

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 1,224 5.9 122.7

TOTAL 20,723 100.0  372.6

♦ The motor vehicle theft
offense rate decreased
9.2% between 2007
and 2008.

♦ 49.1% of all 2008 motor
vehicle thefts were reported
by police agencies serving
jurisdictions with populations
of 250,000 or more.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008

TABLE 4.7.1
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT RATES

BY POPULATION GROUP
2008

Section 4.7
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TABLE 4.7.2
TYPE OF VEHICLE STOLEN

2008

 % OF
TYPE OFFENSES TOTAL

AUTOMOBILES 15,197 73.3

TRUCKS AND BUSES  3,369 16.3

OTHER VEHICLES  2,157 10.4

UNKNOWN      0 -

TOTAL 20,723 100.0

♦ 73.3% of the motor vehicle
thefts reported in 2008
involved an automobile.

♦ Between 2007 and 2008
the estimated per incident
cost of motor vehicle theft
increased by 5.3%.

Section 4.7

TABLE 4.7.3
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT YEARLY LOSS

2007 - 2008

$ LOSS1 ESTIMATED $ LOSS PERCENT2

YEAR PER INCIDENT RECOVERED

2007 $5,455.45 51.0

2008 5,742.15 50.9

2008 TOTAL STATE LOSS3 = $119,039,796

1 The dollar loss per incident is calculated using only those motor vehicle theft
offenses for which law enforcement agencies reported an actual monetary loss.

2 The estimated percent recovered is calculated using those motor vehicle theft
offenses in which a motor vehicle is stolen locally and is recovered either locally
or otherwise.

3 Property loss was calculated by multiplying the total dollar loss per offense by
the number of such offenses in 2008.
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 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 14.1 17.6

2008 14.5 15.1

    % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 2,122 62.4

MALE
JUVENILES 664 19.5

ADULTS   499 14.7
FEMALE

JUVENILES   116 3.4

TOTAL 3,401 100.0

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 1,297 38.1
WHITE

JUVENILES 252 7.4

ADULTS 1,319 38.8
BLACK

JUVENILES   528 15.5

AMERICAN ADULTS   3 0.1
INDIAN

JUVENILES 0 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS 2 0.1
OTHER

JUVENILES  0 0.0

UNKNOWN 0 --

TOTAL 3,401 100.0

♦ 62.4% of all 2008 motor
vehicle theft arrests were
adult males.

TABLE 4.7.5
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ARRESTS

BY SEX AND AGE GROUP
 2008

TABLE 4.7.4
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

♦ 38.1% of all 2008 motor
vehicle theft arrests were
white adults and 38.8%
were black adults.

♦ 14.5% of all 2008 motor
vehicle thefts were cleared
by arrest or exceptional
means.

TABLE 4.7.6
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ARRESTS

BY RACE AND AGE GROUP
 2008

Section 4.7
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FIGURE 4.7.1
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

1 Prior to 2001, motor vehicle theft offense rates were based on estimated motor
vehicle theft offenses in the State of Missouri.  They are computed on a per
100,000 population basis.  See Glossary for explanation of the computations
used to obtain these rates.

YEAR

RATE

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 438.2 438.3 438.5 438.7
Lower 96 323.6 322.5 321.4 320.1
Upper 96 552.8 554.2 555.7 557.3

Section 4.7
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4.8 ARSON

DEFINITION

Arson is defined as any willful or malicious burning or at-

tempt to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling

house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, personal

property of another, etc.  Only fires determined through

investigation to have been willfully or maliciously set are

classified as arsons.  Fires of suspicious or unknown origins

are excluded.  Arson offenses are reported on an incident-

by-incident basis.

2008 Summary

♦ There were 1,801 arsons
reported during 2008.

♦ In 2008, one arson occurred
every 4.9 hours.

♦ Arsons accounted for 0.7
percent of the Total Crime
Index and 0.8 percent of all
Property Index offenses.

♦ The arson rate per 100,000
population in 2008 was 32.4.

♦ Residential dwellings ac-
counted for 46.3 percent of all
types of property destroyed by
arson.

♦ Motor vehicles accounted for
24.2 percent of all types of
property destroyed by arson.

♦ Arson accounted for
$36,516,962 in property loss
in 2008.

♦ In 2008, 15.5 percent of every
100 arsons were cleared by
arrest or exceptional means.

♦ 397 persons were reported
arrested for arson in 2008. Of
these, 62.2 percent were
adults and 37.7 percent were
juveniles.  Of those arrested,
86.3 percent were male and
13.6 percent  were female.

Section 4.8
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RATE PER 100,000
YEAR OFFENSES POPULATION

2007 1,867 32.1

2008 1,801 32.4

Percent of Change -3.5 0.9

RATE PER
% OF 100,000

POPULATION GROUP OFFENSES TOTAL POPULATION

Police Agencies

250,000 + 624 34.6 78.6

100,000 - 249,999 124 6.9 46.7

50,000 -   99,999 72 4.0 19.5

25,000 -   49,999 167 9.3 33.3

10,000 -   24,999 153 8.5 24.3

2,500 -     9,999 180 10.0 26.4

Under 2,500 130 7.2 40.7

Sheriff's Dept. /
County Police Suburban 206 11.4 20.4

Sheriff's Dept. -- Rural 145 8.1 14.5

TOTAL 1,801 100.0  32.4

♦ The arson offense rate
increased by 0.9%
between 2007 and 2008.

♦ 34.6% of all 2008 arsons
were reported by police
agencies serving jurisdictions
with populations of 250,000
or more.

TABLE 4.8.1
ARSON RATES BY POPULATION GROUP

2008

Section 4.8

 ARSON SUMMARY:  2007 and 2008
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TABLE 4.8.2
ARSON LOSS BY TYPE OF PROPERTY

2008

♦ 40.5% of the arson loss
involved single occupancy
dwellings.

Section 4.8

 % OF   $ LOSS1 /
STRUCTURES OFFENSES TOTAL INCIDENT

Single Occupancy Dwelling 729 40.5 $25,702.40

Other Residential 104 5.8 13,847.60

Storage 74 4.1 12,041.20

Industrial/Manufacturing 3 0.2 33,333.40

Other Commercial 71 3.9 50,185.80

Community/Public 62 3.4 74,925.40

All Other Structures or
Type of Structure Not
Known 53 2.9 58,138.00

MOBILE

Motor Vehicle 436 24.2 6,546.00

All Mobile Property or
Type of Mobile Property
Known 27 1.5 17,802.80

OTHER

Other Property or Type
of Property Not Known 242 13.4 2,900.40

TOTAL 1,801 100.0 20,263.60

 2008 TOTAL STATE LOSS2 = $36,516,962

1 The dollar loss per incident is calculated using only those arson offenses for which
law enforcement agencies reported an actual monetary loss.

2 Property loss is calculated by multiplying the total dollar loss per offense by the total
number of such offenses in 2008.
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♦ 53.1% of all 2008 arson
arrests were adult males.

♦ 15.5% of all 2008 arsons
were cleared by arrest or
exceptional means.

TABLE 4.8.3
ARSON CLEARANCE RATES

2007 - 2008

 % OF CLEARED
PERCENT OFFENSES

YEAR CLEARED ONLY JUVENILES

2007 14.1 36.40

2008 15.5 33.3

    % OF TOTAL
SEX AGE GROUPS ARRESTS BURGLARY

ARRESTS

ADULTS 211 53.1
MALE

JUVENILES 132 33.2

ADULTS   36 9.1
FEMALE

JUVENILES   18 4.5

TOTAL 397 100.0

% OF TOTAL
RACE AGE GROUPS ARRESTS ARSON

ARRESTS

ADULTS 183 46.1
WHITE

JUVENILES 110 27.7

ADULTS 62 15.6
BLACK

JUVENILES   40 10.1

AMERICAN ADULTS   1 0.3
INDIAN

JUVENILES   0 0.0

ASIAN / ADULTS   1 0.3
OTHER

JUVENILES     0 0.0

TOTAL 397 100.0

♦ 46.1% of all 2008 arson
arrests were white adults
and 15.6% were black
adults.

TABLE 4.8.5
ARSON ARRESTS BY RACE AND AGE GROUP

 2008

Section 4.8

TABLE 4.8.4
ARSON ARRESTS BY SEX AND AGE GROUP

 2008
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1 Prior to 2001, arson offense rates were based on estimated arson offenses
occurring in the State of Missouri. They are computed on a per 100,000 pop-
ulation basis.  See Glossary for explanation of the computations used to obtain
these rates.

FIGURE 4.8.1
ARSON OFFENSE RATES, STATE OF MISSOURI1

TIME SERIES

YEAR

RATE

2009 2010 2011 2012

Projected 33.4 32.9 32.4 31.9
Lower 96 24.4 23.7 23.1 22.5
Upper 96 42.4 42.0 41.6 41.2

Section 4.8




